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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: St. Al's All-Nighter winning 
statue featuring the Vatican Observatory and the Magi. 
| St. Al's community holding trophies from their Winter 
Carnival campaign |  St. Al's students congratulate Jill 
Poliskey, Winter Carnival Queen 2019 | Fourth annual Ice 
Mass with more than 300 people attending three Masses.

For the first time, St. Al's won Winter Carnival overall including first place in the 
All-Nighter Statue Competition, Queens Competition and Stage Revue. To see 

more photos from Winter Carnival and the Ice Mass, visit
mtucatholic.org/carnival2019



Greetings from Houghton! It is a classic cold and snowy winter here, but our hearts 
are warm, because St. Al's won Winter Carnival! We believe this is the first time St. Al's 
has won not just their division but the whole thing outright! 

How did this happen? This is the best part...we had a huge level of student leadership 
that resulted in our highest levels of participation in recent memory: Jill Poliskey won 
Queens; Annika Corazzol, Madi Hollman and James Bonar organized the first-place 
All-Nighter Snow Statue; the Stage Revue team, led by Cora Jarman, got second place; 
Josh Treib wrote that script, and led the group and wrote the script for Beards; Dan Kulas organized a huge campaign to put up 
points in all the Special Events (11 of them). Those are just a handful of the student leaders who galvanized the participation of well 
over 100 students!  And that doesn't even include everyone who worked on the Ice Chapel, and the more than 300 people who 
came to one of the Ice Masses!

As pastor, my heart is full of joy because of all the hours I've gotten to spend shoveling side by side with students while working on 
the Ice Chapel, deepening my friendship with veterans and getting to know new students. It has been a joy to see Fr. Dustin enter 
back into Winter Carnival and share his memories of his time here as a student. It has been beautiful and joyful to experience pro-
found reverence and prayer in the Ice Chapel. God is very much at work in all this camaraderie and fun!

Thank you for all the ways you support us, and please continue to pray for God's grace and guidance in all that we do here at St. Al's!

THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT  of the alumni, parents and friends of St. Albert 
the Great is what makes outreach to students possible, helping Mass attendance 
to grow in recent years and allowing for students to get involved in their faith in 
a deeper way.

Many choose to support St. Al’s by writing checks, but other methods also have 
become popular in recent years. More than $100,000 in annual donations now 
come from recurring monthly gifts online, which allows the parish a more steady 
flow of revenue with which to plan and budget. 

Some people choose to give support and simultaneously take advantage of tax breaks by making gifts of appreciated stock, or 
by designating charitable gifts to be directly distributed from their IRA as part of their Required Minimum Distributions if 
they are over 70 ½ years of age. A final way to impact the ministry is to designate St. Al’s as a beneficiary in your will.

No matter the method you choose to support the ministry at St. Al’s, know that your support directly impacts students at 
every step of their journey in faith.

—RHEN HOEHN, ST. AL’S DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, MTU CIVIL ENG ’09 & MBA ‘10

Stewardship Update
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AS ST. AL'S STUDENTS GROW CLOSER TO CHRIST and His community, 
their desire to learn more about the faith increases. Having won the opportunity 
to present the faith, we help build students up no matter where they are on their 
faith journey. 

This framework of “Win-Build-Send” comes from the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students, or FOCUS. For the past five years, St. Al’s has had a FOCUS 
team of recent college graduates, trained in outreach and mentoring, helping with 
the efforts at the parish. 

Win means winning students over for Christ and providing them with an op-
portunity for encountering Him. Build refers to building the students up in the 
faith with prayer and catechesis. Send is equipping students to go win, build, and 
send others.

As you can see from the sidebar, we offer a variety of events designed to build stu-
dents up in the faith. This means helping them learn and grow in many different 
ways whether in prayer or knowledge or relationship with other Catholics.  

By offering these build events each week at St. Al’s, we continue to provide ways 
for the students to pray and learn more about the Catholic faith.

To read more visit, mtucatholic.org/news/win

Win · Build · Send
St. Al's Build Events

Accountability groups

Bible Studies (more than 24)

Catechetical Classes

Catholic Conferences

Confession (3.5 hours with two 
priests available)

Eucharistic Adoration (15 hours 
each week)

Friday night Fireside Fellowship 
(confessions, Mass, meal 
with community and 
teaching)

Intentional Living Houses (two 
men’s, two women’s)

Liturgy of the Hours

Music Ministry

Natural Family Planning Training

Processions 

Retreats

Spiritual Direction

Spring Break Mission Trips

Weekday Mass



ST. AL'S WINTER
CARNIVAL RESULTS

1st Place ........ All Nighter Statue, 
Overall and Co-ed

2nd Place ...................Stage Revue

Queen and Miss
Congeniality ............ Jill Poliskey

1st Place ... Co-ed Special Events

1st Place ................. Co-ed Overall

1st Place ...................... Overall

Competing in 11 events, winning the Queens Competition and the All-Nighter Statue and more led St. Al’s to win first place 
overall in this year’s Winter Carnival. More than 100 students came together at St. Al’s to participate in this year’s events. 

Father Ben Hasse says exceptional student leadership resulted in the highest levels of participation in recent memory. “Winter 
Carnival success this year and in past years is because of the ongoing outreach to students,” he says. “Mass attendance is 
increasing. More students are going deeper in their faith by getting involved with Bible studies and courses, liturgical and 
prayer opportunities, and community-building events like hikes, dances, Winter Carnival and the Ice Mass.”

D E A C O N  D U S T I N  L A R S O N
Tentative Ordination Details

St. Al's Wins First Place Overall
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Jill Poliskey was the winner of this year’s Queen Competition and Miss Congeniality and said she was proud to represent 
St. Al’s. “I hope that by winning I was able to be a witness to the joy and beauty of being a part of the Catholic community, 
and that will inspire people to think about joining the Church. The amount of support I received from my friends at St. Al’s 
was a true testament to the amazing community we have. Bonnie Gorman (the Dean of Students) emailed me and said she 
could tell the community at St Al’s was strong because of the support they showed me! What a great compliment.”

Riding the Zamboni during the Saturday night hockey game and seeing friends from St. Al’s cheering on Jill was a high-
light. 

“I have met some of my best friends through being a part of St. Al's, and I also have grown exponentially in my faith. 
Because of the availability of adoration and daily Mass, my prayer life has become much deeper since coming to college. I 
couldn't have done this without the support from the community at St. Al's.”

She says another special moment was praying a Hail Mary before the pageant 
with her escort and offering the performance up to Mary. “My winter carnival 
queenship was dedicated to Mary, the true queen of the universe. Thank you to 
Momma Mary for teaching us what true femininity looks like and helping me 
to be the best 'queen' I could be for a week.”

Jill says when the St. Al’s community learned they won Winter Carnival they 
knew they made history as the first student organization that was not a frater-
nity/sorority/ROTC to win in the last 40 years. 

“The victory was not only for this generation, but also for all the alumni who 
worked so hard and prepared the way for us to be able to pull out on top this 
year! It helped St. Al's gain a lot of publicity at Tech, and hopefully more people 
will be inclined to join in on St. Al's activities in the future.”

J I L L  P O L I S K E Y  N A M E D  W I N T E R  C A R N I V A L  Q U E E N  2 0 1 9

"[The Dean of Students] emailed me and 
said she could tell the community at St Al’s 
was strong because of the support they 
showed me!"



In the excitement about our recent Winter carnival queen win, we reached out to past queens to catch up with them.

K R I S T E N  B R O W N ,  M D ,  M M M ,  was crowned Winter Carnival queen in 1993. She graduated from MTU with a 
bachelor of science in biology/pre-med that same year. “When the president was ‘crowning me,’ I was draped in a huge and 
heavy blue velvet robe and handed two dozen red roses. He placed the crown on my head, but it was too big and slid over 
my eyes, and stopped at the bridge of my nose. I could not reach up to grab it because my hands were full. The audience 
laughed, as did I.”

As a student, Kristen was an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, lector and volunteer on the teen program. “I 
had a great group of friends who supported me in college and are still my friends today. St. Al's helped me in very forma-
tive years to build a foundation of integrity and confidence, backed by my faith and spirituality. MTU is a long way from 
home for most of the students. Having this guiding source, place of strength and worship is so valuable to young adults 
who are just learning to stand independently from the safety of their family unit.”

Kristen is the president of a regional medical group that is part of Trinity Health, located in West Michigan. She is a single 
mom of three teenagers who play soccer and basketball. She enjoys running and has completed seven marathons; her last 
was in Paris in 2016.

In 1996, L I N D A  ( S I G E L )  W E H N E R  was crowned Winter Carnival queen. She graduated from MTU in 1997 with 
a bachelor’s degree in scientific and technical communications with a focus in environmental studies. She is married to 
her college sweetheart, Ron Wehner ’97 BS ME and they have four children ages 6 to 15. Ron was a Chapel Rat and Linda’s 
escort for the queen competition. Linda now is a stay-at-home mom.

While at St. Al’s she was in the music ministry, “often singing at all weekend Masses and Wednesday night ones, too.” She 
says St. Al’s is important to her for so many reasons. “I was confirmed there in fall 1997, and my hubby and I were married 
there in May of 2000. St. Al's helped make me into the person I am today.”

J E N  B Z U R A - L A N Z A F A M E , a 2005 chemical engineering graduate, was crowned Winter Carnival queen in 2002. 
She says winning was “spectacular since I never expected to win the competition. I loved celebrating in the St. Al’s base-
ment afterward with friends, family, Father Larry and a live band. Being queen really showed me how spirited Michigan 
Tech students are and how much fun we have!”

Jen and her husband Jeff live in the San Francisco Bay area. She is an associate director for 
the Center of Operational Excellence in the R&D organization at BioMarin Pharmaceuti-
cal. She likes to bike, swim, lift weights, work on their new house, volunteer and travel.

During her time at St. Al’s, Jen was an altar server and helped with retreats. “St. Al's offered 
a great community for me which is really important when you are far away from home. I 
made so many great friends and still keep in contact with them.” She says St. Al’s is a place 
unlike any other on campus. “The sense of community and togetherness is evident from 
the first time you participate in an event and that feeling never goes away. St. Al's was 
always a very uplifting and joyous place full of amazing people.”

ST. AL'S QUEENS
1954 ................Sandra Gendzwill

1960 ................................ Kay Ojala

1993 .......................Kristen Brown 

1996 .............................Linda Sigel 

2002 .......................Jennifer Bzura 

2019 ............................ Jill Poliskey 

St. Al's Queens
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS

Sandra (Beauchamp) 

Gendzwill

Linda (Sigel) Wehner

Kristen Brown Kay Ojala

Jen Bzura-Lanzafame



TRANSFORMING THE 

Mission Field
AT ST. AL'S

400+
holy weddings on campus, 
many hundreds more in 
parishes around the country

25 Bible studies

1,500
students who are Catholic at Michigan Tech

900students 
registered at 

St. Al's

7
St. Al's  

broomball 
teams

3
times each week 
the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is 
scheduled at St. Al's

19 Michigan Tech 
graduates who have 
become priests, 
brothers, and sisters 
since 1963

25+ ministries and programs

15 hours of Eucharistic 
Adoration weekly

16
dozen donuts and bagels 

consumed after Sunday 
Masses each week

With more than 7,300 students at Michigan Tech, the op-
portunity to share the Catholic faith with the community is 
tremendous. Of those students, about 5,900 are undergrad-
uates and 1,400 are graduates. That number includes 1,003 
international students and 4,809 Michigan residents.

Reaching more of the students is a top priority for St. Al's. 
Through K-Day, Winter Carnival, intramural sports, danc-
es, and more, St. Al’s connects with students through food 
and fellowship. That interaction creates the opportunity to 
invite them to St. Al's for Mass, Bible studies, retreats, and 
catechetical courses. Every day we seek to serve more and 
more students! 

Since the arrival of a FOCUS team on campus in 2014, 
student participation at Mass has increased by at least 25 
percent. And, involvement in our other activities also is on 
the rise. Even though there has been substantial growth, 
there still are more students on campus to reach. 

Every summer St. Albert the Great, in collaboration with 
other religious groups on campus, sends out a religious 
preference card to all of Michigan Tech’s incoming fresh-
men. The students can choose to send the card back with 
their religious preference marked if they would like to be 
connected with a ministry on campus.

In recent years, the number of responding freshmen 
indicating their religion as "none" has grown dramatically, 
more than quadrupling between 2015 and 2018. This indi-
cates that for many students an invitation to participate at 
St. Al’s is not asking them to leave one faith background for 
another, but rather an invitation to do something instead of 
nothing.

Here at Michigan Tech, St. Al's has the beautiful opportu-
nity and mission to transform the life of the entire campus. 
With your help we are building a ministry that has the 
capacity to invite every person on campus into a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ and His Church.  



 This year’s RCIA program 
has seven people interested in 
the Catholic faith, with two of 
them joining us this past month. 
One young woman, who at-
tends Mass with her boyfriend, 
was interested in RCIA but did 
not attend classes in the fall. 
One night she prayed and asked 
God to give her a sign that she 
should pursue the Catholic faith. 
The next morning, she received 
an email from me inviting her to 
RCIA. She now is enthusiastically 
watching and discussing Sym-
bolon with me and coming to 
the regular sessions.  
 Recently, a young man 
came to me after Mass and 
asked if it was too late to join; 
he attended his first session 20  
minutes later! His Philosophy of 
Religions class at MTU was the 
catalyst to inquire about the 
faith. 
 The involvement at St. Al's 
continues to grow. We started 
a Discernment Group on reli-
gious life for women this fall. 
Besides discussing the book Dis-
cerning Religious Life by Sr. Clare  
Matthiass, CFR, we scheduled 
two Come & See Weekends at 
the Franciscan Sisters of Christian 
Charity in Manitowoc, WI – my 
Franciscan Motherhouse. Seven-
teen young women from St. Al's 
attended those weekends.
 I enjoy assisting others in 
their faith journey. What a privi-
lege to walk with them.

Sister
J A C Q U E L I N E

The past three years we have had a great time meeting the alumni, family and 
friends of St. Al’s by hosting cookouts in communities across the Midwest and 
beyond. These events allow us to meet and get to know you and hear your stories 
and input. They also help to connect families locally who have ties to St. Al’s, and 
give current students and alumni from different generations a chance to meet 
and share stories. 

We will host more events than ever this summer! Please join us! These cookouts 
are free, kid-friendly potlucks, at a local park pavilion. Know of a new student 
who will be starting at Michigan Tech in the fall or who is thinking about study-
ing engineering? Invite them and their family, and help them connect with the 
campus ministry before they arrive on campus!

Come meet Fr. Ben and other local families, and have a brat with us!

To Find exact times and locations for each event, and to RSVP, visit:
mtucatholic.org/alumni

illinois
chicago | may 18

michigan
GRAND RAPIDS | may 19

ST. JOSEPH | may 20
ANN ARBOR | may 21

MIDLAND | may 22
TRAVERSE CITY | JULY 22

NOVI (NW DETROIT) | JULY 23
rICHMOND (NE detroit) | JULy 24

houghton | august 1  *alumni reunion*

minnesota
minneapolis-st. paul | MAY 13

TEXAS
DALLAS | JUNE 27

wisconsin
appleton | june 17
madison | july 16

milwaukee | july 17

2019 gathering cities  and  dates

Join us this summer
in a city near you!



S T.  A L ' S  I C E  M A S S

Fr. Dustin

ST. ALBERT THE GREAT UNIVERSITY PARISH

411 MacInnes Drive

Houghton, Michigan 49931-1198

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WANT A FREE ST. AL'S T-SHIRT?  
Visit mtucatholic.org/shirt 

VISIT MTUCATHOLIC.ORG/BLOG
for more pictures and articles.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
Visit mtucatholic.org/address

It was an amazing first semester 
back at St. Al’s. From dorm room 
blessings to Bible study visits to 
Mass and confessions, there have 
been many opportunities to get to 
know many faith-filled students.

The one-on-one conversations with 
students have proven to be a very 
rewarding part of my ministry here. 
I find it extremely life-giving to walk 
with students as they encounter 
the love of Jesus in their prayer and 
their daily life. It also is humbling 
to get even a small glimpse of how 
God is working in the hearts of 
individual students. I can tell you 
this: when the Holy Spirit is ready to 
move — hold on tight!  God’s love 
truly sets us free!

Pray for our students. God is doing 
beautiful things in their hearts, and 
I can’t wait to see where the Holy 
Spirit takes them next!


